Message-Based Questions 
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“Stuck?!” 

“Prayer part 1”

Matthew 6:5-13
We offer questions that are aligned to our weekend messages throughout most of the year.  This reinforces teaching for learning and spiritual growth.  Many of our small groups here at E-Free utilize these questions for their scriptural study during their time together as a group.  These can also be used for personal reflection and study time. 

---Pastor Rick Wagner

Opening Questions: 

· If you could wave a magic wand in your life, and stop or start one thing—what would it be and why?  

· Were you taught prayers as a child, if so can you recall one?  

Study Questions:  
Read Matthew 6:5-15  

· Jesus continues to describe a righteousness surpassing that of the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 5:20).  How does their hypocrisy affect their prayer life?  How does their reward contrast with that of those who pray sincerely?  
· Why does Jesus warn against wordiness?  

· In Jesus model of prayer, what concerns about God does he pray about?  

· What personal concerns follow?  

· What relationship is there between forgiveness and prayer? 
Reflection Questions: 
· Typically what is the motivation behind your prayers?  
· What is the biggest difference between your prayers and the way Jesus taught us to pray? 
· In your opinion, what is the biggest difference between a prayer that draws us near to God and one that does not?  

· Based on your pathway(s) name at least one way you can begin praying this week that it helps you draw near to God. 

